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Cropland Board Update

I would like to welcome all of our new 
customers and employees in the Cullison, 
Greensburg, Jetmore, Kinsley, and Trousdale 
areas. We are excited to move into this new 
region, and are looking forward to getting 
to know everyone. These new locations 
compliment the area’s we are already located 
in, and further spreads the risk for our 
producers as far as geography and weather. 
Marketing wise, these locations fit very well into the paths 
that we are already traveling. The Senior Management Staff 
is used to driving back and forth between the locations so 
it is very convenient to add this new area into our travel 
schedules. We’ve had a lot of positive feedback from the 
producers and employees already which is a great sign. The 
transition in this first harvest is always a little challenging 
especially with the September 1st acquisition date. Our 
team will work hard and try to accommodate everyone the 
best that we can. We look forward to continuing to grow 
business in this area. This year has been a good year to 
demonstrate the geographical diversity that Skyland has. 
Some of our areas that had a record fall harvest a year ago 
are going to have a weaker harvest this year, whereas the 
other areas who had a weaker fall harvest last year, are 
going to have a strong harvest this year, and the five new 
locations play into that very well.

As we get our feet under us we will evaluate what asset 
changes or additions are needed. Skyland has invested 
over 100 million dollars in the last 10 years on facility 
upgrades, and new facilities. We strive to be competitive 
and customer friendly. We are owned by Co-ops, who are 
owned by farmers. 

The addition of the five new locations will help us expand our territory, 
and they will tie in well with our eastern region. I believe it will help 
all of our locations with storage and being able to alleviate bottlenecks 
in some areas. This will be especially important this year since it seems 
they will have a big crop back east. The decision to bring in these 
locations was made carefully. The board discussed and decided these 
locations would be good to help expand our trade territory. We have 
also always had a good relationship with ADM and look forward to 
continuing that in the future. 

The Skyland Co-op and Cropland Co-op boards meet together, and we have discussed a 
lot of things to continue moving forward. As always we want to keep an open mind to new 
opportunities and possibilities to make the best decisions for our fellow farmers. The two 
boards are working together well. Everyone in the room has input and there are always good 
discussions that take place. On behalf of the Cropland Board I hope everyone has a safe, 
productive harvest and planting season!

The five new locations are a nice fit for Skyland. It’s something that we 
have thought about for a long time, we just wanted to wait for the right 
time. So when it came up for discussion in the board room, it wasn’t a 
very tough decision. These locations fit well with where we already have 
locations and helps fill in some of the gap between the east and the west. 
We were able to talk to some of the employees at the locations, and I 
think change is always tough, but the more we talked everyone started 
to relax and they felt like it would be good change. 

In agriculture things seem to change day to day, and especially in this 
new environment your boards are working to stay on top of everything 
and make the best decisions that we can to impact the future of the Co-
ops and Skyland Grain as a whole. We want to wish you all a safe and 
bountiful harvest!

OCTOBER  IS  CO-OP  MONTH!
Every year during the month of October, Skyland Grain 
donates 20 T-shirts to each of our 23 area schools. These shirts 
have the school’s logo on the front and our logo on the back! 
Be on the lookout for these shirts during home football games 
throughout Co-op Month!

Our Mission Statement

We Believe:
Connecting Our Producers To The World

• All our interactions will be conducted with integrity and responsiveness
• The safety of our employees, producers, and communities is paramount
• Environmental stewardship is our responsibility
• Sustainable growth is essential to our future
• The success of our producers contributes to our success
• Our financial strength is crucial to all stake holders



Eastern Region
Kyle Banks 620-546-3447
Jim Hern  620-298-2011

Western Region
Wendell Isbell   620-952-2765
Quayde Thompson  719-529-0150
Zane Jenkins   719-353-1017
Daron Cowan  620-952-2708
Kent Ochs  620-952-1757
Josh Freeman   620-952-9917

As we enter into wheat drilling and fall harvest the hurricane season 
will also be upon us.  The hurricane season can bring highly volatile 
markets with it.  Should any of these storms disturb drilling in the 
Gulf, or refining along the coast fuel prices will most likely experience 
a temporary upswing.  Over the years, contracting has proven to be 
an effective tool in mitigating this risk.  We currently have contracts 
available for the summer and fall of 2021.  

Another thing to consider going into fall and winter is the winter 
blending of diesel for proper cold weather operation.  The Skyland 
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Agronomy Update

Heartland Soil Services
If you are looking to be more progressive with your fertility program, or grid 
sampling, get in touch with one of our salesmen and they would be happy to get 
you in touch with Heartland.
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Energy

Energy department monitors temperature forecasts throughout this time to help ensure 
proper blending for cost effective operation.  As temperatures, dip towards freezing 
a cold flow improver is added to maintain operability.  When temperatures reach the 
teens, single digits, and even negative #1 diesel is blended in at the proper ratio to 
maintain operability.

If you have interest in contracting for 2021 or if you have questions on winter blended 
fuel please contact Jordan Steele or Andrew Rowe at 620-492-2126.

The markets have been fairly active over the past 30 days for a couple 
of reasons. The first is China has been aggressively buying corn, 
milo, soybeans and even some wheat from the United States. If this 
continues and if they actually execute the sales this should be very 
positive for our markets. The second is that we have seen it become 
fairly dry in Iowa and other parts of the western corn belt. This on top 
of the derecho storm that went through that area, may have decreased 
the corn crop by up to 200 million bushels, some experts fear. 

Very big basis numbers being paid for milo this year has kept the market well supported, 
all due to the demand coming from China. If they were to exit this market, we could 
see the milo basis drop almost 80 cents, so watch this one carefully. Volatility will 
remain high this fall with unknowns on yield and demand, then throw in an election in 
November and we could have and interesting 60 days ahead of us.  

We also want to welcome our new customers! If there is anything we can do give Tony 
Loehr, Lori Deyoe, Colby Overturf, Todd Dean, or myself a call at 620-492-6210.  Its never 
too soon to be thinking of 2021 crops as well, this market may offer some opportunities 
early this year so be prepared.
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Grain Update

Fuel Update

Guy Martin
COO

Operations Update
Midway
Midway is our newest location, located between Lydia 
and Kendall. It should be completed by fall harvest. This 
location will include an office, dual scales and be a ground 
pile facility. 

Twin Forks
At Twin Forks, one of our Eastern Locations, we added two half million bushel 
bunkers to facilitate fall harvest.

New Locations
We brought on board five new facilities, Cullison, Greensburg, Jetmore, Kinsley, 
and Trousdale. All of these facilities are operational and will be able to accept 
grain during fall harvest. Todd Dean (620-282-2469) will be the Regional 
Manager overseeing these five locations. With the early start to harvest this 
year, and us acquiring these locations as of September 1st, we will do our best 
to accommodate all of our new customers. Any questions or concerns please let 
Todd or myself (620-492-3551) know! Thanks for your business.

During late summer, we saw fertilizer drop off in pricing, it has 
gained back a little bit, but not a lot. With that and commodity 
prices actually picking up they seem to be in a line like they 
should be this fall. As we go into the fall it’s a great time to sit 
down with one of our staff or salesmen to discuss chemicals and 
make a plan for the spring and summer. Don’t forget that we 
will also deliver the chemicals to your farm. 

The Johnson chemical shed and fertilizer tank project is coming along very well. 
We are hoping to be fully functional out of that facility by middle to late October. 
This facility will house, two million gallons of Liquid Nitrogen, one million gallons 
of Liquid Phosphorus, and 100,000 gallons of Liquid Sulfur. This high-speed 
facility will also be equipped with an automated loading system, including the 
ability to load out 24 hours a day. Efficiency at our Johnson location will increase 
due to the ability to use the same delivery drivers for both the liquid and dry 
sheds.

We had another good year with Skyland Aerial, LLC! Next year be sure to contact 
us for all of your aerial application needs!  


