
Alignment
This past year has been one of not only difficult 
grain markets and strong agronomy performance, 
but also the re-alignment of Skyland Grain, LLC. 
Throughout the year we merged with United 
Prairie Ag, consolidated Southwest Kansas Fuel into 
Skyland, and as of April 1st we have the Santa Fe 
Grain Terminal in Hugoton merged in as well. With 
all of these changes, we have had alignment that 
should drive out duplicate costs and allow us to go to the markets 
with stronger volumes. Overall, there has been a lot of transition 
this year, but we feel good about how we are lined up to continue to 
perform as we expect Skyland to perform. 

Unfortunately, with all of these changes, we didn’t perform as well as 
we have come to expect, but we are positioned well moving forward. 
Part of the issue was the timing of the UPA merger on September 1st.  
Because of that date we doubled up fall harvest expenses, and now 
we feel more balanced moving forward. 

We have been very pleased with the incorporation of Heartland Soil 
Services for precision ag, and Skyland Aerial for aerial application. 
They have given us strong momentum over the last year, and we are 
excited to see that continue in the years to come.

I want to encourage all of our members to attend their annual 
meetings. Skyland Co-op, Inc. and Cropland Co-op, Inc., are all about 
our producers and we want to share our successes with you. We look 
forward to seeing all of you!

*To be able to get this printed and out to our members in a timely 
manner this newsletter was designed at the beginning of April. By the 
time you get this and we get closer to annual meetings, some of the 
circumstances may change. We will keep you apprised of any changes 
regarding the annual meetings. For the most up to date information, 
visit our website at www.skylandgrain.com! As always thank you 
for your continued business. We know you have choices, thanks for 
choosing us. 
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The beauty of the Co-op system is that once a year the patron owners come 
together to hear how their Co-op has performed. This is a very important time 
of year for producers of Skyland Co-op.  They will have a say in how the Co-
op goes forward conducting business by electing board members, approving 
changes in policy and staying up to date.   The patrons will hear reports from 
the CEO as well as some of the board officers on how the last year has gone, any 
projects that are underway or completed and any new opportunities that may 
be forthcoming. The audit firm will give a breakdown of last year’s business as 
well as the overall financial health of Skyland Co-op.  Annual business will be 
conducted such as approval of last year’s minutes, election of board members 
and any other business that may come before the board. Afterwards there will 
be some social time and dinner will be served.

     This last year has been challenging to say the least in many aspects, seems like it always is in 
agriculture. Record large wheat crops in some of our footprint and disastrous hail storms in others, 
record large fall crops for most locations and world trade disruptions would have been enough to at 
least call 2019 “interesting”.  Even with an extremely wet start to 2019 that put almost all fieldwork 
on hold till spring our agronomy department was able to persevere and have a record year. Adding 
services such as Heartland Soil Services LLC and Skyland Aerial LLC, Agronomy has added a lot 
to their plate. All grain locations handled large if not record large volumes of wheat and fall crops. 
There were times that it was challenging but everyone stepped up and got it taken care off.  Skylands 
employees have done a great job with all these challenges.
 The biggest change for the year is the merger of United Prairie AG into Skyland Grain LLC. Both 
companies had a similar setup and mindset that made this merger make a lot of sense and will bring 
some operational and administrative efficiencies.  The two Co-op boards are working well together and 
a new normal seems to be coming along. I look forward to all the opportunities and challenges that lie 
ahead.
 As odd as 2019 was 2020 seems like it wants to top it! Skyland Co-op is in great position and 
condition to meet what lies ahead.

This has been an exciting year for Skyland Grain, LLC as well as Cropland Co-
op, Inc. The merger between Skyland and United Prairie Ag has shown to be 
successful. We as a board are looking forward to seeing how things continue 
to play out. 
Annual Meetings are a vital part of the Cooperative system. They serve to 
keep our member owners informed, as well as to give producers a voice. The 
most important part of the meeting is the election of the Board of Directors. 
These directors serve as your voice throughout the year, as they are involved 
in many decisions that are made. We had record harvests last year and will be 
sharing information regarding that during the annual meeting.

We are excited to share with you an update of everything that occurred in the last fiscal year. With the UPA 
merger also came the consolidation of Southwest Kansas Co-op Services, Inc. That consolidation has lead to a 
more balanced management system moving forward. Skyland also added Heartland Soil Services, LLC for all of 
your precision ag needs, as well as Skyland Aerial, LLC for your aerial application needs. We as a board continue 
to look for new opportunities that may come forward within the next year and will make the best decisions we 
can to keep moving in a positive direction. With all of the uncertainty regarding the COVID 19 virus we want to 
assure you that we are in a great position moving forward and are excited for the upcoming year.



Skyland Co-op Board Of Director Candidates
Wade Tucker

Regarding Skyland: Skyland is very 
progressive and is continuing to put service 
to our patrons at the forefront of all that we 
do. It still makes a great impression on me 
that we can have a board as large as ours and 
everyone feels that they all have input and 
their opinions mean something to all board 
members.

Running for 
re-election

BACKGROUND
Location: Lives in 
Johnson, farms in 
Stanton County

Crops: corn, wheat 
and Milo. Also 
has a cow/ calf 
operation

Family: Married to Tammy who works at 
First National Bank. They have a son, Jalen, 
who is a freshman at K-state, and a daughter, 
Jordyn, who is a Junior at Stanton County 
High School.
Co-op board experience: Has served on the 
board for 15 years as a Director, and currently 
Board Chairman.

Other volunteer service: I am in my second 
term of school board. I have served on Farm 
Bureau board. Kansas YFR as well as AFBF 
YFR. I served as Johnson city councilman and 
have been on Stanton county development 
board for several years.

VIEWPOINTS
Regarding board service: Board service 
is a very important part of community 
involvement. I have really enjoyed my service 
to the coop board.

Mike Westeman

Regarding Skyland: Skyland is a model that 
has shown success that others look to, to see how 
they can improve their business. Skyland uses new 
technology to help members as well as the company 
in every aspect. They are very involved in local 
school and community events, as well as helping 
to fund needed items that communities could not 
obtain without help. They also offer scholarships to 
keep local youth in the Ag sector, as well as in rural 
communities. 

Running for 
re-election

BACKGROUND
Location: Lives 
and Farms South of 
Syracuse with his 
wife.

Crops: Irrigated and dry-land Corn, Wheat and 
Milo

Family: Married to Stephanie. They have one 
daughter, Mandy, who is married to Clint, and a 
granddaughter, Aubrey, that is 3 months old. 

Co-op board experience: I started out on the 
Syracuse Co-op Board for nine years, and I have been 
on the Skyland Co-op Board since Syracuse merged 
into the Joint Venture.

Other volunteer service: Volunteer fire fighter 
with the Hamilton County Fire Department for 15 
years

VIEWPOINTS
Regarding board service: I think to be a good 
director, you need to be involved in all meetings, 
locally and within the industry. You should 
be proactive at the meetings and gather all the 
information available to be able to make the right 
decisions for the company and its members. It is 
paramount that you listen to your fellow colleagues 
as their inputs are a great asset to the decisions being 
made. It is a directors duty to help make a strong 
balance sheet by making good decisions.



Cropland Co-op Board Of Director 
Candidates

Jared Glenn
Running for 
re-election

BACKGROUND

Location: 
Lives and farms 
Northwest of 
Cunningham 
between 
Cunningham, 
Turon, and Preston

Crops: Wheat, Canola, Corn, Milo and Alfalfa. 
Also has a cow-calf operation

Family: Married to Teri for 12 years.  She has 
decided to stay on farm full time taking care of 
all the office needs and also helping with the 
day to day operations.   We have 2 kids Gunner 
who is 10 and Mackley who is 8.  We enjoy 
going to their games and many activities.

Co-op board experience: I started out on 
Cairo Coop board and have been serving for 6 
years 

VIEWPOINTS
Regarding board service: I enjoy serving on 
the board and representing our community 
and neighbors. I think it’s important to keep 
people informed and to present the facts when 
questions are asked. I think the most important 
part of serving is to protect everyone’s 
investment in the coop, and feel like joining 
Skyland has done just that.  By being a part of a 
bigger more efficient business model equity and 
equity retirements are  in a better position.  

Doug Kysar
Running for 
re-election

BACKGROUND
Location: Lives and 
Farms 18 miles north 
of Lakin.

Crops: Dry-land Wheat, 
Milo, and Corn

Family: We definitely have a family farm.  It 
consists of my wife (Janel) and I, my daughter 
(Andrea) and her husband (Shane), my son (Zach), 
and my father (Ken) and mother (Bonnie).  My other 
daughter (Sam) lives on a ranch 70 miles north of us 
with her husband (Kaler) and daughter.  They are 
involved with the farm and help with harvest.

Co-op board experience: My Coop Board 
experience started as an associate director in 1991 
with Farmers Coop in Lakin.  I became a director 
the next year in 1992. I served on that board until 
Farmers Coop merged into the Ulysses Coop in 
1998.  I served on Ulysses Coop board until it 
merged into Cropland Coop.  I served on the United 
Prairie Ag board until it joined with Skyland Grain.  
At the present time I serve on the Cropland Board 
and Skyland Grain Board.  

Other volunteer service: I am an active member 
of our small Lydia Methodist Church.  We have 
only 15 regular members, so everyone is involved in 
all decisions.  I am also on the Cemetery Board for 
Kearny County, the East Hibbard Township Board 
for Kearny County, the Lakin Gun Club Board and 
the Bowling Alley in Lakin.

Regarding board service: Serving on the Coop 
Board for many years has let me see many changes.  
We have to be able to see that change is a part of the 
future.  Our farming has evolved in the last 25 years 
and our Coop needs to stay up with those changes.  
I feel the Cropland Board and  Skyland Grain Board 
definitely have the future in mind when making 
decisions.   It has been a pleasure serving on these 
Boards and meeting some great people over the 
years.

Skyland Co-op Board Of Director 
Candidates



Andy Moser
Running for 
election

BACKGROUND
Location: Lives in 
Hugoton and farms 
between Hugoton 
and Moscow

Crops: Corn, Cotton, Wheat, Milo, sometimes oats 
and feed sorghum for hay, as well as a cow/calf 
operation

Family: Met my wife Mallory while in the Air 
Force. We have been married for 7 and a half 
years. We have 2 boys, Aiden and Izard.

Other volunteer service: I serve on the 
Stevens county fair board, and an associate 
member of the Hugoton Lions Club.

Regarding board service: Serving on the 
board is just that, serving. My goal as a board 
member is to accurately represent the needs 
of the members and customers. I want to 
communicate to them effectively to influence a 
positive image.

Regarding Skyland: Skyland’s growth/ 
merger into the Hugoton and Moscow 
locations has been a positive step forward 
for our operation and for our neighbors. 
It’s not without growing pains, and new 
problems needing new solutions.

I would really appreciate the opportunity 
to serve my friends, family, and neighbors. 
I’d like to use the opportunity to gain an 
understanding of the Co-ops operation and 
structure in order to explain to friends and 
neighbors both the benefits and limitations. 
Thank you for the opportunity to run.

Cropland Co-op Board Of Director Candidates
Barry Hittle
Running for 
re-election

BACKGROUND

Location: Lives in 
Hugoton and Farms 
in Stevens County

Crops: Irrigated and Dry-land Alfalfa, Milo, 
Corn, Wheat, Feed, Canola, Oats, Barley, 
Sunflowers, and a cow/ calf operation

Family: I live in Hugoton with my wife Leisa 
of 31 years she works as a fourth grade teacher 
for USD 210. I have two children a son, Chase 
[graduate of Lubbock Christian University 
With Bachelor of Animal Science] and 
daughter, Carly [senior at Lubbock Christian 
University].

Other volunteer service: I am currently 
serving on the USD 210 School Board, 
Cropland Coop Board and working with the 
Hugoton Church of Christ.

Regarding board service: I really enjoy 
being a farmer as well as a member of 
the Cropland Co-op Board. I feel like 
I understand what’s going on in our 
communities and can communicate 
what the producers are needing. I feel 
passionate about serving the communities 
and know that they need a representative 
who has their best interests in mind. 



AGENDA

Financial Reports
Board of Directors Report

Management Report
Election of Directors*

Announcement of Scholarship Winners

Dinner will be served.

Skyland Grain, LLC
P.O. Box 280
202 S. Main St.
Johnson, KS 67855

SKYLAND CO-OP ANNUAL MEETINGS 
SCHEDULED FOR A LOCATION NEAR YOU
For your convenience, the Skyland Co-op, Inc. Annual Meeting will take 
place in two locations. This format has worked very well, and we look 

forward to another nice crowd at the 2020 meetings. The meeting will start 
in Cunningham, then recess before reconvening two days later in Johnson. If 

you have any questions about the meetings, please call David Rodriguez, 
620-492-6210, or email david.rodriguez@skylandgrain.com

EASTERN DISTRICT MEETING WESTERN DISTRICT MEETING
Tuesday, May 21st, 6 p.m.

Cunningham Sacred Heart Hall
Thursday, May 23rd, 6 p.m.

Stanton County Senior Center in 
Johnson

AGENDA
Financial Reports

Board of Directors Report
Management Report
Election of Directors*

Announcement of Scholarship Winners
Dinner will be served.

* New director election results will be an-
nounced following the vote at the Western 

District Meeting on May 23rd.

CROPLAND CO-OP 
ANNUAL MEETING

Tuesday, May 12th, 6 p.m.
Civic Center in Ulysses

If you have any questions about the 
meeting, please call David Rodriguez, 

620-492-6210, or email 
david.rodriguez@skylandgrain.com


