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I grew up in a small town and graduated with 34 in my class.
I was fortunate to be in a community that was very involved
and interactive with the high school. I want young people
to understand they have the opportunity to still live in these
communities that need them so much and make a very good
living with excellent benefits. Small communities can provide
a great quality of life for young people as well as for families.
It is our job to communicate these opportunities. It is no secret
that small towns struggle at times if we don’t all do our part. At
Skyland Grain, we want to be pro-active and engaged.

David Cron

CEO

The communities within Skyland’s territory are part of who Skyland is. They are our
employees, our customers, our schools. Rural communities need all of us working
together to sustain and grow them. We need our communities as much as they need us.
It is our duty to help them thrive. The board discusses monthly in our board meetings
what activities we are involved with and focused on. As you will see throughout this
newsletter, our Co-ops and company are striving to be as involved in our communities
as much as possible, in many different ways. The scholarship program, Sharing Success,
and school/ community sponsorships are just a few of the ways we are able to give
back. FFA Ag Day is a program I am very excited about personally. I remember being
involved with FFA in high school but not really understanding all of the vocational
options available. This is a great opportunity for Skyland and our industry partners to
reach young people early in high school before they have to make decisions regarding
their educational and vocational futures. The old rule of thumb in our industry was to
hire farm kids, but today a lot of our employees aren’t coming from farm backgrounds.
Over the years, with less farm families, our industry has broadened our reach and pool
of employees. There are many of these young people that are interested in agricultural
careers but need help knowing the opportunities available to them. They may see
Skyland 4 times through this program before they graduate high school which gives
them opportunity to absorb and explore their options. This early interaction is critical to
businesses like Skyland and the agricultural community.

Scholarships

Scholarships are so important to our smaller communities. We have the ability to help
fund local students educations and we want to take advantage of that. Our Scholarships
help students not only in their first year, but in years following as well. We have 3 different
Scholarships available. Our 4 year college scholarship gives students the opportunity to earn up
to $1,000 every year for 4 years. The 2 year Technical or Community College Scholarship gives
students the opportunity to earn up to $1,000 for 2 years. Finally the Transfer Scholarship allows
students transferring from a 2 year to a 4 year to apply again and receive up to $1,000 for each
of the next two years. To apply for one of our scholarships, please go to www.skylandgrain.
com, at the top you will find a programs tab, under programs, scholarships is the second option.
Once on the Scholarship page you will find the three different scholarship options with the
ability to apply online, or download the application and mail it in. The deadline to apply is
April 1st, 2020. (See the inside page for the total amount we have awarded over the last 6 years)

Supporting Our Communities
$6.1 Million in Property Taxes Paid Over A Five Year Period

Sharing Success Program
I came to the Southwest Kansas Area back in 2001 and worked in banking for nine
years. After that, I began working for Skyland Grain as the Credit Risk Manager,
before becoming the Director of Credit and Public Relations. My favorite part of
the job, is that everyday is different. Each day brings new challenges, as well as
new ways to serve our producers and communities.
The Sharing Success program is a community commitment partnership through
CoBank. We submit requests that we receive to CoBank, and they match our
donation giving us the ability to donate twice what we would be able to on our
own. We believe that this program is so important to our smaller communities,

David Rodriguez

Director of Credit and
Public Relations

because it gives us the opportunity to
support worthwhile causes that rely on
donations to succeed. To qualify for a
sharing Success donation you have to be
a non profit organization (501(C)3). Some
examples of requests we received this
year are pictured above. One of the pillars
of Skyland Grain is giving back to our
communities and we feel like this is a great
way to do it! If you know of a worthwhile
cause that is needing some funding please
reach out to us! We accept requests from
April 1st - October 31st.

$5,000 to Northrup Theater in
Syracuse for repairs to their
building

$3,000 to Lakin High School
for their FFA Program

$6,000 to Satanta High School
to help fund their Ag Education
Program

$5,000 to Stanton County
Schools for new Scoreboards
in their Middle School Gym

$6,000 to Moscow High School
for new Scoreboards in their Gym

$5,000 to Stanton County
Ministerial Alliance to help with
their Summer Lunch Program

$20,000 to Ulysses
High School for new
Scoreboards

$20,000 to Pratt Community
College to help fund the Crop
Applicator Program

FFA Ag Day 2019
I was born and raised in Cunningham, KS
where I attended school before completing
my education at Pratt Community
College. I started my Ag career 24 years
ago as an applicator then spent 15 years as
a location manager with 10 of those years
Aaron Murphy
in Cunningham for Cairo Coop. I also
Relationship
spent 3 years as Assistant Manager for
Manager
Cairo Coop. When Cairo joined Skyland
Grain in 2015, I worked in sales for a few years until starting
in my current role. As Relationship Manager, my main
objective is to be an advocate for Agriculture as well as
promote Skyland Grain in local high schools, communities,
community colleges and universities in Kansas, Colorado
and Oklahoma. While doing presentations for classes I
also recruit for our Internship Program and promote the
Scholarship Program. During the presentations, students
have the opportunity to experience what it is like to
operate a Spray Rig with our Applicator Simulator that
was acquired in January 2019. Another important part of
my job is coordinating our annual Skyland Grain FFA/
Ag Days. We host two FFA Ag days, one being at Stanton
Co High School with help from their FFA Chapter and
the other at Pratt Community College assisted by their
Ag Department. All of the area high schools are invited
to bring students to attend presentations from experts in
various Agriculture related careers. Some examples are
Ag Law, finance, operations and safety. Last year we had
220 area students attend. This gives students a chance to
see some of the different career opportunities within the
large umbrella of Agriculture. By holding these events and
talking with students in schools, our main focus is to help
them think outside the box and show them that Agriculture
can provide a steady and fulfilling career.

Community/ School

I am a native of Southwest Kansas, and graduated from Garden City High School
in 2013. My career with Skyland Grain began in 2018, and everyday has been a
different adventure. As the Media and Communications Specialist, I handle all of
our advertising, the website, social media, and community involvement.

Community involvement has always been important to me, and I am proud
to work for a company who is so involved and supportive of all of the area
Johna Norton
communities. One of my favorite parts of this career is the ability to affect change in
Media
the communities and schools. We participate in all of the area Fair and Christmas
Specialist
Parades, local safety days, and Career Fairs, just to mention a few. During Co-op
month, in October, we provide 18 area schools with 20 T-shirts each to throw out at a football game
during the month. These shirts have the school logos on the front and ours on the back (A few of
these shirts are featured below). We also do a buyout football game at one of the area high schools.
Last year we bought out the first Cunningham High School football game that had been played in
their stadium in 5 years. At this game we also served hamburgers and hot dogs to everyone who
attended. Our newest edition is the marketing truck that we feature in all of the local parades. It is an
old farm truck that we fixed up and painted to help us be more visible in our communities. Of all of
the community activities that we do, I believe or kids safety days might be the most important. Most
of the area communities host their own safety days that we attend to teach grain and Ag safety. At
these safety days, area elementary schools come and the kids get to learn about all of the ways to stay
safe. We feature Ag Safety, but they also learn about electrical safety and animal safety. Keeping the
next generation safe is so important to the future of agriculture, especially in our small communities!
As you can see from all of the pictures, Skyland Grain has made it their priority to be visible in our
communities and schools, as well as to promote agriculture to the next generation of producers!
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2020 Annual Meetings
Cropland Co-op

FFA Ag Day Dates

Ulysses Civic Center
Tuesday, May 12th, 2020

Stanton County High School
Thursday, Feb. 27th, 2020

Skyland Co-op

Eastern Region

Cunningham Catholic Hall
Tuesday, May 19th, 2020
Johnson Senior Center
Thursday, May 21st, 2020

Western Region

Pratt Community College
Tuesday, March 24th, 2020

Scholarship Deadline
April 1st, 2020

