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Skyland Grain, LLC

Retail Fuel and Oil
Department to consolidate
into Skyland Grain, LLC

We are very excited to announce that on December 1st,
2019 the retail fuel and oil department of Southwest
Kansas Co-op Services, LLC will consolidate into
Skyland Grain LLC. The millwright department will
continue to operate under the SWKS COOP Service
Company banner. This consolidation will bring with it
several advantages for both our patrons and the business

Cam Walker

SWKS Co-op
Service
General Manager

Our Producers will now have only one company to contact for all of the
services we provide to the farm. Also, they will only receive one statement
from Skyland Grain, LLC for services rendered, unlike today where they
receive a separate bill for the fuel and oil purchased. This should simplify the
ordering process and record keeping for the producers.
Advantages to the company will include a strong brand to build on,
uniformity, and efficiency. Skyland has spent the past several years building
strong brand recognition in the market place. The fuel department will be
able to benefit from this marketing and continue to build on it. Efficiencies
will improve for both companies through the sharing of resources and talent.
These advantages along with others will allow us to continue to grow into the
future as a strong company.
The current fuel department for SWKS CO-OP Services is very happy to be
joining Skyland Grain, LLC, and to further assist in strengthening the brand
presence in the marketplace.

Ulysses Fuel Tank Update

The fuel tanks in Ulysses have passed the hydro test. Hydro testing consists of
filling the tanks with water then letting them sit for a minimum of 24 hours. The
tanks are tested for leaks and any settling during this time. There were no leaks
and no settling of the foundation rings.
The fuel pumps have been set and plumbed in. The Scully System has also
arrived and is in the process of being installed. Once the installation of the
Scully System is complete, the only remaining items will be laying the liner in the
containment, finishing the electrical, and obtaining an engineered SPCC plan.

Grain Update
We had a really nice fall harvest. The weather cooperated and the
crops dried down; harvest is all but complete. The downside to the
weather being so dry as we look towards the next wheat crop is I think
the acres in our area are going to be down. Our producers just weren’t
able to plant their wheat. So, we had good fall crop but we aren’t off to
a very good start on wheat.

Matt Overturf

Grain
Manager

As far as prices go, we’ve kind of been stuck in a 20 cent trading range on corn and
wheat both. There’s still no resolution to our trade war with China. I’ve heard some
talk about us getting it done but it’s kind of one step forward two steps back with it
every time. We need for that to get done fairly soon to help the markets some.
From the wheat standpoint it’s dry in Australia so that could give us a boost in prices,
but at the end of the day we’re still not the cheapest wheat in the world and there’s still
plenty of it.
With corn we have a couple of government reports to come out still, one in November
and one in January. Whether they are going to adjust acres or adjust yields on them,
who knows? Our hope is the Government will adjust both yields and acres, that will
help rally the market.
There is a lot of corn in the upper Midwest that still needs harvested, so this harvest
for those guys is going to drag out a lot longer. That can cause some problems for the
fact that we might not know what the final corn numbers will be until January. We are
seeing areas of the Midwest where the corn won’t dry down and there is a propane
shortage which is causing them not to be able to dry the corn down fast enough. A lot
of those guys have had a tough year from the flooding in the spring to now delayed
fall harvest. If the USDA decides to adjust some of those numbers in the January
report, we could see the corn market go higher.
Livestock numbers are favorable for a lot of corn to be fed. Feed yards are making a
little money right now due to the swine fever outbreak in China. Meat is one thing that
China is importing from us.
It was a very good fall harvest and we appreciate everyone’s patience. We had to
dump a lot of grain on the ground, which signifies a large fall harvest and we are very
grateful for that. I want to thank all of our producers for their continued business and
wish them a happy holiday season.

Agronomy Update
Fertilizer

Fertilizer prices have been a roller coaster this year. For one, there
wasn’t much fertilizer applied in the United States last fall, so evJustin Ochs
erything got pushed into the spring then all of the rain and flooding
Agronomy
started. With that, we saw a lot of barges that just couldn’t make it
Manager
to the ports to unload so they sat on the rivers, which means that the
quality declined. With that in mind, at Skyland we always do our
best to buy quality product. Now the Arkansas River, which feeds the Tulsa Ports that
we pull some from finally opened, and is letting barges in to start unloading. Since
that has happened the nitrogen and phosphate prices have fallen off a little bit. The
challenge there is they are talking about 90-95 million acres of corn next year. How long
will they stay at lower prices when there is a high demand?
Dryness in our area is really slowing things down; we can’t get the fertilizer applied.
The corn belt has been challenged by rain all spring and summer, so they are behind as
well.
Looking forward to the first and second quarter, fertilizer movement is going to be
tough because there’s going to be so much product movement going on at once, since
we aren’t having much of a fall run.

Chemicals
We thought that the China deal was going to really ratchet prices up, but as long as they
can continue to get an agreement made, we are going to stay pretty steady on chemical
prices. Overall it doesn’t look like there will be much shortage of chemicals next year.

Heartland Soil Services

If you are looking to be more progressive with your fertility program get in touch with
one of our salesmen and they would be happy to get you in touch with Heartland.

Western Region

Eastern Region

Central Region

Wendell Isbell, 620-952-2765

Bryan Sieren, 620-298-2011

Josh Freeman, 620-952-9917

Quayde Thompson, 719-529-0150 Kyle Banks, 620-546-3447
Curtis Schweizer, 620-952-1454
Justin Ochs, 620-424-7772

Sam Kinsler, 620-491-0681

Daron Cowan, 620-952-2708
Brad Hill, 620-453-1124
Kent Ochs, 620-952-1757

Our merger with United Prairie Ag has gone very well. We had two
boards and two companies that had similar goals and visions with good
people on both sides who are working together. We feel really good about
how things are going so far. There are always things to work on and
improve on, but we are proud of how everything has come together in
such a short amount of time.
On December 1st the retail fuel department of Southwest Kansas Fuel
Services, LLC will consolidate into Skyland Grain. We believe that will be
very positive from an employee standpoint as well as for our customers.
Both companies have great employees and we are excited to see them
work together in day-to-day operations.

David Cron

CEO

We had a record harvest this year, and are very appreciative of our customers’ business and
for the opportunity to serve them. As we look towards the future we will continue to serve our
producers and invest in facilities that we feel will best support them. This was the first harvest
since the merger, and it was a big one. We feel like the employees did an excellent job in their
effort to take care of our producers.
As we all know this is a difficult time in agriculture, but the one thing we can count on is that
the American farmer is incredibly resilient. We have worked through tough times together in
the past, and will continue to work through tough times now. More than anything, we want
our owners and customers to know that they can count on us to be there every step of the way.
Should you ever have questions please reach out to any of our locations and we would be
happy to help! Thank you for your continued business.

Guy Martin

COO

Harvest went really well at all of our locations. We had
a few minor problems, but for the most part I was happy
with how it turned out. I want to thank all of our employees
for their hard work and long hours put in serving our
producers. I also want to thank the producers for their
continued business. If there is ever anything we can do to
make things better please feel free to contact us. We wish
you all a happy holiday season!

Skyland Board Update

Wade Tucker

Board President

The consolidation of the retail fuel department of Southwest Kansas Coop Services, LLC into Skyland Grain, LLC will be very beneficial to our
producers. I think it will decrease the confusion around the companies, and
will hopefully be a seamless transition for our customers. There have been
so many moving parts, and as a board and staff we believe bringing the fuel
department back into Skyland will make things flow better. When we first
set it up as a different company, it was so Skyland and United Prairie Ag
could both keep fuel and be more efficient. Now, since Skyland and UPA
merged it makes more sense to bring the fuel piece back into the company

We have had one board meeting as a complete group with the Skyland boards and the Cropland
board all in one room, and it went really well. Every time you bring that many people into a room
you wonder how it’s all going to “gel” together and for me it was a little nerve-wracking, but it
seemed like everyone hit the ground running and there weren’t any hang-ups. Everybody seemed
ready to build some relationships with one another and get to know each other better. Overall, it
went really well.
As the new year kicks off, I’m excited for strategic planning. It will be new to all of us this year
with so many people, but it will also be fun to hear all the new and different ideas. I’m most
looking forward to seeing everyone’s visions for the upcoming year and discussing which
direction we want to go.
This harvest has been long and drawn out and we want to thank you all for your patience. The
employees as well as the producers have worked long hours and we appreciate everyone’s hard
work and understanding through it all.

Cropland Board Update

Clifford Alexander
Cropland Co-op
Board President

We had our first full group board meeting in October. I thought it went
well, but it was a little different than what we were used too. It will go
smoother as time goes on; I was glad to see that everyone had input, I don’t
think anyone felt that they weren’t free to speak their minds. The reports
are different than what we’re used to so when we get used to those I think
we will all understand it a little better. The information in them is the same,
but it’s a different way of presenting it.

Strategic Planning is coming up in January. It will be good to get to know
some of the other board members a little better. Plus we will get a hand in
deciding the plan going forward, and a chance to look at new opportunities that may come up. By
the time we go to strategic planning, we will have a good idea of how we as board members can all
work together. Before the merger of Skyland and UPA we did strategic planning every year with
our board and senior staff so this won’t be a new concept for us.
As far as an update on how things are going after the merger, everything I’ve heard so far has been
positive. The employees I’ve talked to feel like everything is going smoothly, so it was nice to hear
that they were buying into it. Our producers have enjoyed being able to get their grain tickets on
their phones through the Skyland Grain App. Producers are asking questions and we’re able to
answer them and help them through this transition which has been good.

Skyland Grain, LLC
P.O. Box 280
202 S. Main St.
Johnson, KS 67855

Farmer Safety
Meetings 2020

Monday Jan. 20th -12 p.m. Elkhart Civic Center
- 6 p.m. Moscow High School Lunch room

Producer Marketing
Meetings 2020

Monday Feb. 3rd- Elkhart Civic Center

Tuesday Feb. 4th- Walsh Community Building

Tuesday Jan. 21st- 12p.m. Walsh Community Building

Wednesday Feb. 5th- Johnson 4-H Building

Wednesday Jan. 22nd- 12 p.m. Johnson 4-H Building

Thursday Feb. 6th - Syracuse American Legion

-6 p.m. Ulysses Civic Center

Friday Feb. 7th- Cunningham Community Building

Thursday Jan. 23rd-12 p.m. Syracuse American Legion Monday Feb. 10th- Moscow Methodist Church
Friday Jan. 24th- 12 p.m. Cunningham Community

Tuesday Feb. 11th- Ulysses Civic Center

Building

Wednesday Feb. 12th- Lakin Memorial Building

-6 p.m. Lakin 4-H Building
All meetings will be held in their respective time

All meetings will be held at noon in their respective

zones. Lunch, giveaways and prizes will all be

time zones. Lunch, giveaways and prizes will all be

available.

available.

