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Skyland Grain, LLC

Building Partnerships
Heartland Soil Services
In order to grow and to maintain relevancy Skyland 
is excited about our new partnership with Heartland 
Soil Services and Landon Oldham. The former Cairo 
Co-op had a longstanding relationship with HSS. 
I’ve personally believed in Precision Agriculture 
for many years, and understand the relevancy and 
benefit to the farmer. We’ve been methodical in our
decision to enter precision ag at this level, due to the high capital cost. I 
strongly believe this is the right entrance into the next level of precision ag 
and strengthening our partnership. Heartland is a company that has a proven 
track record, proven sustainability, and proven relevance to the farmer. As our 
producers meet and work with Landon and his team, they will quickly identify 
his passion, knowledge and integrity that he brings to the table for their benefit. 
I would strongly encourage each of our members to reach out to our staff, or 
Landon directly to find out how he can help their operations. 

United Prairie Ag, LLC Merger
I’m excited to welcome the UPA and Cropland Co-op members to  
Skyland Grain. Our board and staff continue to try to position your 
company to be relevant and to be in a position to provide the assets 
and resources that your farms need. There is a great talent pool in both 
companies that we look forward to combining. It will continue to be our 
goal to provide the high level of service that you are accustomed too, 
with competitive prices, while maintaining the health of your company 
and equity. Please know that the boards and senior management of both 
companies took their time and did their due diligence into this decision 
to consolidate the two companies. 

The New Skyland Grain, LLC will include:
87+ million bushels of storage capacity
36 Locations
Sales in excess of $400 million
Approximately 250 employees

David Cron
CEO

continues to grow considerably. Heartland now has 14  employees, four locations, and is providing 
excellent services to all of our customers. Heartland currently services customers across the entire 
state of Kansas, Eastern Colorado, Northern Oklahoma, and Southern Nebraska. 

 Heartland provides grid soil sampling and variable rate (VRT) fertility data/services to farmers, 
agronomists, cooperatives, and other companies. We also provide yield mapping, VRT files from 
yield/crop removal, VRT seeding prescriptions, data management services,  imagery services (drone, 
Cessna, satellite), irrigation management tools, and insect detection. Heartland is not afraid of 
keeping up with the industry either! If there is a new technology out there just call and we will see 
what we can do to help you out! With technology growing as fast as it is in the farming industry we 
are here to provide growers with highly accurate data and unbiased services enabling them to get 
the most out of today’s equipment. By doing this we are minimizing expensive inputs, maximizing 
outputs and creating efficiencies on the farm that most producers have never experienced! 

Let’s face it every acre is different and should be treated as such.  Can you really afford to put 50lbs of 
fertilizer where you only need 15?  How about the areas of the field that need 100lbs of fertilizer and 
are only getting 50?  Let Heartland help you identify these areas and enable you to capture the dollars 
that you are leaving in the field! 

 I look forward to working with the Skyland Agronomy team and their customers to come up with 
precision ag services tailored to fit each individual farm.  Precision ag is not a “one size fits all” 
business so make sure to contact your Skyland representative today to determine what we can do for 
you, and remember “Unless you test, it’s just a guess”.

Landon Oldham
Owner/Operator

HSS

Heartland Soil Services LLC is extremely excited to announce our recent 
partnership with Skyland Grain.  Skyland is now able to offer their customers 
a precision ag program that is second to no one!  Heartland Soil Services was 
founded in 2009 by Landon Oldham. Since then Heartland has grown and 



Justin Ochs
Agronomy
Manager

Precision Ag
We held Marketing Meetings in July to 
talk about Precision Ag. These meetings 
were well attended by our producers, 
and lot’s of information was presented by 
Landon Oldham (Founder of Heartland Soil 
Services). I believe the future of farming lies 
in Precision Ag. With our new partnership 
with HSS our producers are offered a great 
opportunity to take advantage of fertility 
placement to maximize the yield potential. 

Wheat drilling is right 
around the corner. We want 
to encourage you to get 
in touch with the Skyland 
Grain Location nearest you 
to discuss your fertility plans 
for the upcoming season.

Fall fertility for next years 
crop isn’t too far away. If you 
need options please let any 
of the locations or salesmen 
know. If you are ready to 
lock in pricing we have 
options there as well.

If you were unable 
to attend one of the 
marketing meetings, 
please contact your local 
sales person for more 
information.

Western Region
Wendell Isbell, 620-952-2765

Quayde Thompson, 719-529-0150
Curtis Schweizer, 620-952-1454

Justin Ochs, 620-424-7772
Eastern Region

Bryan Sieren, 620-298-2011
Kyle Banks, 620-546-3447
Sam Kinsler, 620-491-0681

Also using the new hi-tech platforms that HSS is able to offer, 
our producers have the ability to conserve water and still 
have the same type of yields that we’re used to. There are also 
options for bug monitoring and imaging services. 

Wheat Drilling Fall Fertility

As always we are here for all of your chemical 
needs, and will deliver it directly to your farm.

Ulysses Bulk Fuel Site

Twin Forks
At Twin Forks the fuel tanks have been set, and installation 
of the canopy has begun.  Once the canopy is completed, 
installation of the fuel dispensers will begin along with 
electrical and communication lines.  When construction is 
finished SWKS COOP will wrap up with the installation of the 
new Triple E fueling system and site controller.

Matt Overturf
Grain 

Manager

Grain Update
Wheat

The wheat market is following the corn market pretty close right 
now. Wheat has become a feed grain, and there are some feed-yards 
in the Texas and Oklahoma panhandles starting to feed wheat. 

We’re still not competitive worldwide as far as exports go. Seems like 
Russian and Ukrainian wheat are still cheaper, so we’re unable to get 
a lot of business done on the export side.

Corn
We were late getting corn planted, and the Eastern Corn Belt is way 
behind. Nebraska and parts of Iowa look pretty good on the corn 
side of things. In our area we definitely need a rain for our corn to 
finish off, but it’s kind of a wait and see market. The corn is so late 
this year, we’ve never been down this road before, there’s just a lot of 
weather to play out. If it stays hot and dry, or if there is an early frost 
it could be a huge game changer in the market. Bottom line is it’s 
probably not going to be a record crop this year, but we really don’t 
know yet.

 The thing that is weighing against the market right now is the trade 
war with China which may not get solved until the 2020 election. 
Even with the short crop, we’ve hurt demand so much from a trade 
war standpoint that maybe we don’t need a really big corn crop to 
make prices go higher. 

The crop report on August 12th was more negative than what people 
thought. It may be until harvest is over before we see what we have 
out there. For the time being this report will dictate the market. There 
were more acres than people thought and bigger yields than people 
thought.

In our Eastern Region, we had an average 
wheat harvest, but out West we had one of 
the best Harvests ever! It might not have been 
the most bushels, because we had some areas 
get hit pretty hard by hail, but the areas that 
didn’t get hit probably had some of the best 
yields ever.  

With all of that in mind, if you want to discuss your options, or need 
any help with contracts, contact me in the Johnson office at 620-492-
6210, or Tony Loehr in the Cunningham office at 620-318-6050. We 
want to thank everyone for your continued business.

Cam Walker
SWKS Co-op 

Service- Interim
General Manager

The Ulysses bulk fuel site is progressing 
nicely.  The tank shells have been 
completed; as well as, the fuel receiving 
and load out building.  Both internal 
floating roofs have been installed, and 
the crew has started painting the tanks.  
Once the paint is complete, next steps 
will be plumbing, electrical, and scully 
installation.

Fuel Update



Agriculture is always changing. I believe that this merger between Skyland Grain, 
LLC and United Prairie Ag, LLC is happening at the right time. Both of these 
companies are good, financially strong institutions, which is why I think this is the 
best time to merge. 

Skyland does things very similiar to how things were done at UPA. They offer the 
same high quality service that our members are used to, while allowing us to spread 
our trade territory. The most exciting thing in my opinion is the oppourtunity for our 
members to embrace technology. Skyland offers many different technology options, 
and my hope is that our producers will embrace that and it will be a big benefit. 

The thing I most want our members to realize is that it’s the LLC’s that are merging. Cropland Co-op, Skyland 
Co-op and ADM will all still remain separate and continue to do business the way they always have. We are 
excited to see the opportunites that will present themselves in the coming months. Please feel free to reach out 
to myself or any of our board members if you have questions.

Skyland Grain, LLC
P.O. Box 280
202 S. Main St.
Johnson, KS 67855

DeKalb Field Day Kansas State Fair
September 12th, 6 p.m.

From NE corner of Johnson, eight 
miles East on Hwy 160, just West of 
Big Bow.

Dinner to Follow at the Johnson 4-H 
Building

September 6th-15th

We will be located on Wheat State 
Lane between the Eisenhower 
Building and the Meadowlark 
Building.

Joining us will be:
Southwest Kansas Fuel
Heartland Soil Services
Pratt Community College

We will also have the Applicator 
Simulator set up

Wade Tucker
Board President

I was born and raised in Johnson, Kansas, before moving to Hutchinson when I was 
10. I graduated from Buhler High School before attending Hutchinson Community 
College and Wichita State University. I married my wife Tammy in 1990 and we 
have two kids. Our son, Jalen, will be a freshman at Kansas State majoring in 
Agbusiness, and our daughter, Jordyn, is a Junior at Stanton County High School. 
After college I moved back to Johnson and began farming with my grandad in 1991. 

Before serving on the Skyland Co-op Board, I started as an Associate Director for 
Johnson Co-op. I am typically a quiet person who likes to listen to all sides before 
making a decision. I believe this trait will help me as I transition into the Board 
President Position.

The thing I’ve enjoyed most about my time on the board has been learning new things. We are able to get 
together with other farmers from across Kansas, Colorado and Oklahoma. I believe that really gives us an 
advantage on our own farms. We are able to incorporate things that work for other people, but also share 
when things don’t go quite as planned. I believe that is a unique quality that the Skyland Grain Board can 
offer.

Change is the name of the game in farming these days. We want to be able to see opportunities when they 
arise, and  be prepared to take advantage of them. I think that is something we have done very well and 
continue to move in that direction. We never know when a great opportunity will pop up, so we need to 
always be ready for it.

Our new partnership with Landon at Heartland Soil Services, opens a lot of doors for our producers. Landon 
and his staff are very knowledgeable and excited to work with all of our members. They offer custom 
products for each individual producer. This is a huge plus for our customers since we are spread out across 
Kansas, Colorado and Oklahoma. His approach helps each producer get exactly what they are needing for 
each season.

The merger of United Prairie Ag into Skyland Grain is just another way we are connecting our producers to 
the service they deserve. We are excited about the talented employees in each company working together to 
make a better Co-op to serve you and your needs. If you ever have any questions please feel free to reach out 
to me or any of my fellow board members. Thank you for your continued business. 

Cliford Alexander
Cropland Co-op
Board President

Board Update

United Prairie Ag, LLC


